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Arkansas Children’s Trust Fund                                                                          

The State Child Abuse and Neglect Prevention Board is charged by law to establish Child Abuse Prevention Councils in every county of Arkansas.  Establishing a Local Council makes it possible for organizations in your county to apply for Child Abuse Prevention grant funds.  
ONLY COUNTIES WITH A LOCAL COUNCIL ARE ELEIGLIBLE TO RECEIVE FUNDING.  

Please follow this link for instructions on how to establish and register a Local Council on Child Abuse Prevention in your county.

The State Child Abuse and Neglect Prevention Board is trying to promote the establishment of a Child Abuse Prevention Council in every County of the State.  If there isn't a Child Abuse Prevention Council in your county - we need your help to establish one!!!

Who serves as members of the Local Council?

By law the following people are required to sit on the Local Council:


A representative from the Dept. of Human Services


A representative from the County Unit of the Health Dept.


A representative from the local Law Enforcement System


A representative from the local Education System


One representative at-large (preferably a parent leader not employed by any of the above agencies)

Why should there be a Local Council in my County?

The State Board promotes the establishment of community-based child abuse prevention programs throughout the state and funds them through the Children's Trust Fund.  In order for these programs to receive funding from the Trust Fund, there has to be a Certified Local Council in that county.  Local Councils are required to review and approve any and all grant proposals that come from their county.  By establishing a Local Council, you could help to bring valuable resources to programs in your county.

Local Councils also act as a voice for PREVENTION and a source of support for families in THEIR community.  Councils accomplish these goals through public awareness campaigns, recognizing Child Abuse Prevention Month in April and other various activities.

How do I establish a Certified Local Council in my County?

Complete the application page attached to this packet and mail it in with a letter of commitment from each of the five representatives that are required to sit on the council.  See the attached instructions for further details.
The attached packet of materials includes all the information, instructions and forms necessary for you to re-certify an existing Local Council or to establish a new one in your county.  You may also download an electronic version of the form from our web site and submit your application via email.  Our web address is:  www.arkansasctf.org
The deadline for certification is Friday, December 30, 2016.  There will be absolutely no extensions of the deadline.  Application Forms must be emailed or postmarked by December 30, 2016.  Please note that existing Councils are required to re-certify each year.  If we do not hear from the Council by the December 30th deadline, we will assume the Council is inactive and we will not recognize it as certified.

The State Child Abuse and Neglect Prevention Board is a Governor appointed Board that oversees the Children’s Trust Fund of Arkansas.  The Children’s Trust Fund awards grants to community-based programs working to strengthen and support families and thereby prevent abuse.  The State Board uses the recommendations from each certified Local Council to make decisions about which programs should be funded.  Only those counties that have a certified Local Council may receive funding from the Children’s Trust Fund.  

We all know it takes money to do the work needed to support families and prevent child abuse. I encourage you to read over the attached packet of materials to discover how your county can certify a Local Council and become eligible to receive grant funds for child abuse prevention programs.  If you have any questions, please call Sherri Jo McLemore at (501) 664-2227.

Application Form for 20______

Local Council on Child Abuse Prevention 

	Official Name of Council:   

	County:   

	Chairperson's Name:   

	Chairperson's Address:   

	

	Chairperson's Work Phone:
	

	Fax:   
	Email:   

	Will the Chairperson be the recipient of all official correspondence?
	Yes:             No:     


If No, please list the name, address and title of the person who is to receive official 

correspondence on the lines below:

	

	


Enter the name of the representative from each agency sitting on your Council & indicate status:

(A list of letters on file can be found at www.arkansasctf.org)

	1.  Dept. of Human Services:
	

	
	New Representative, letter attached
	
	Same Rep as last year, letter on file


	2.  Dept. of Health:
	

	
	New Representative, letter attached
	
	Same Rep as last year, letter on file


	3.  Schools/Education:
	

	
	New Representative, letter attached
	
	Same Rep as last year, letter on file


	4.  Law Enforcement: 
	

	
	New Representative, letter attached
	
	Same Rep as last year, letter on file


	5.  Citizen At Large: 
	

	
	New Representative, letter attached
	
	Same Rep as last year, letter on file


	Mark which one applies to this Local Council:
	New Certification:   
	Re-certification:   


	A complete list of current Council members and their addresses & phone numbers is attached as required by the instructions:
	Mark an X to indicate Yes


	We would like additional copies of the local council handbook
	Yes:   
	Number:   


We understand and have met the requirements for a Local Council.  We have also received and read a copy of the Powers and Duties of Local Councils.  We pledge to be advocates for the prevention of child abuse and to review all Children’s Trust Fund grant applications proposing to offer services in our county. 

	Signature:
	Date:


RETURN TO:  STATE CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT PREVENTION BOARD

415 N MCKINLEY, SUITE 462, LITTLE ROCK, AR  72205.  Phone:  501-664-2227

OR EMAIL TO:  kdrake@arkansasctf.org
instructions for establishing a New Local Council

A Local Council that wishes to be recognized by the State Board shall submit the following information to the Board by the established deadline in January of each year:

1.  An application form. (An electronic version of the form can be found at www.arkansasctf.org )

2.  A list of all council members with addresses and telephone numbers.

3.  A letter of commitment from each of the four organizations required to sit on each Local Council.  These organizations are:


Department of Human Services


Arkansas Department of Health 


Secondary or elementary school


County sheriff's office or city police department

This letter shall name the representative to serve on the Council and indicate support from the agency.  The letters should be printed on letterhead stationary of the representative agency. 

4.  A letter of commitment from the Citizen(s)-at-Large that sits on the Local Council.  We are urging Local Councils to recruit parents for the citizens-at large position - especially parents who have participated in a family support program.

instructions for renewing an Existing Local Council

A Local Council that wishes to continue recognition by the State Board shall submit the following information to the Board by the established deadline in January of each year.

1.  An application form. (An electronic version of the form can be found at www.arkansasctf.org )

2.  A list of all council members, including addresses and telephone numbers.

3.  If there have been any changes since the previous year in the persons representing any of the four organizations required to sit on each Local Council, then a new letter of recommendation must be submitted.  This letter shall name the new representative to serve on the Council and indicate support from the organization.  The letters should be printed on letterhead stationary of the representative agency.

4.  If there has been any change since the previous year in the Citizen(s)-at-Large that sits on the Local Council, then a new letter of commitment must be submitted.  We are urging Local Councils to recruit parents for the citizens-at large position - especially parents who have participated in a family support program.

Please submit the application, list of members and addresses, and letters of recommendation to:

State Child Abuse and Neglect Prevention Board

415 N. McKinley, Suite 462

Little Rock, AR  72205

Or to:  kdrake@arkansasctf.org 
Requirements for Local Councils

Composition:  A Local Council shall consist of the following members:

(1)  An employee of the Department of Human Services

(2)  An employee of the Department of Health

(3)  An employee of public secondary or elementary school

(4)  An employee of the county sheriff's office or city police department

(5)  A Citizen-at-Large

(6)  And any other persons deemed necessary by the Local Council, including but not limited to representatives from other groups or entities involved with child abuse and neglect, family violence (i.e., SCAN Volunteer Services Inc., battered women groups, Prosecuting Attorney's office, judges, parent education and day care providers, probation officers, and ministers), other types of family support programs, and individuals and/or families receiving services.  We strongly urge you to include parents who have participated in family support programs.

Geographic area represented by Local Council:  The Board will recognize one Local Council per county in Arkansas.

Powers & Duties of Local Councils Under 

the Child Abuse & Neglect Prevention Board

1.  A recognized Local Council will review all grant proposals by any person, group of persons, or legal entity who wishes to apply to the State Board for a grant or loan for the development or operation of a child abuse and neglect prevention program within the county served by the Local Council.

a.  The person or organization should demonstrate to the Local Council an ability to match, through money or in kind services, at least 25% of the amount of the Trust Fund money to be disbursed to it.

b.  The person or organization should demonstrate to the Local Council a willingness and ability to provide prevention program models and consultation to organizations and communities regarding prevention program development and maintenance.

c.  The Local Council shall use the same criteria to weigh proposals for grants or loans that are used by the State Board.

d.  The Local Council may submit one proposal for a grant for the fiscal year.  If more than one proposal is submitted by the Local Council to the State Board, it will be the Local Council's responsibility to explain the reasons for such a request in writing.

e.  Local Councils should review proposals in a timely manner and allow ample time for copies of the selected proposal to reach the State Board by the established deadline.

2.  A recognized Local Council may make a proposal directly to the State Board for a grant or loan using the same proposal form as any person or organization.  The State Board shall consider the degree to which the Local Council meets the following criteria:

a.  It has as its primary purposes the development and facilitation of community prevention programs in the Local Council's county.  The programs shall utilize trained volunteers and existing community resources wherever practical.

b.  The Local Council demonstrates an ability to match, through money, or in-kind services, at least 25% of the amount of any Trust Fund money to be disbursed to it.

c.  It does not provide direct services except on a demonstration project basis, or as a facilitation of interagency projects.

d.  Demonstrates a willingness and ability to provide prevention program models and consultation to organizations and communities regarding prevention program development and maintenance.

3.  The powers and duties listed in (1) and (2) shall be the primary reason for the Local Council to exist for purposes of the State Child Abuse and Neglect Prevention Board.  However, this does not preclude the members of the Local Council from existing as a group for other purposes.  The State Board will recognize an existing group as the Local Council if all requirements are met.  The State Board encourages members of Local Councils to be advocates for prevention throughout the year, e.g., public awareness efforts, etc.

Current Local Councils 
	Arkansas County
Contact: Kim Likso
	Boone County
Contact: Tammi McCutchen
	Bradley County
Contact: Dorothy Henderson

	Calhoun County
Contact: Amell Washington
	Desha County
Contact: Brenda Binns
	Independence County
Contact: Angela Clark

	Johnson County
Contact: Thomas Williams
	Lafayette
Contact:  DeAnna O’Malley
	Little River
Contact:  DeAnna O’Malley

	Marion
Contact: Valerie Shipman
	Miller
Contact: DeAnna O’Malley
	Ouachita
Contact:  Rebecca Wright 

	Polk
Contact: Scott Sawyer
	Saline
Contact: J Loy Bailey
	Searcy
Contact: Libby Seftar

	Sebastian 
Contact: Jackie Hamilton 
	
	


State Child Abuse and Neglect Prevention Board


415 North McKinley, Suite 462


Little Rock, Arkansas 72205


(501) 664-2227


www.arkansasctf.org
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